
 

 

SUN IAS ACADEMY 

CURRENT AFFAIRS- JANUARY 2020 

1. RBI has launched a mobile app called MANI, Mobile Aided Note Identifier, 

to help visually challenged people to identify denomination of currency 

notes. 

2. Election commission has launched a Political parties Registration tracking 

management system to enable applicants to track the status of the 

application. 

3. Union Finance Minister announced 102 lakh crores worth infrastructure 

investment plan that will be implemented in the next 5 years. 

4. Pacific island nation Palau become the first country to ban the reef toxic 

sunscreen which is harmful to corals. 

5. Third Khelo India youth games to be held in Guwahati this month. 

6. Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated 5 Young scientists laboratories of 

DRDO to the Nation. 

7. Maharashtra Government has launched Cyber safe Women initiative to 

raise awareness among women about cyber safety. 

8. World Health Organization has designated 2020 as ‘Year of Nurse and 

Midwife’ in honour of the 200th birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale. 

9. 107th Indian Science Congress took place at Bengaluru with the theme ‘ 

Science and Technology : Rural development’. 

10. Indian Railways has launched an integrated helpline number 139 for quick 

grievance redressal of passengers during their train journeys. 

11. Ministry of external affairs has set up a new division called New, Emerging 

and Strategic Technologies (NEST) for collaborating with foreign partners 

in field of 5G and Artificial intelligence. 

12. First National conference of Corporate company secretaries took place at 

Mumbai. 

13. Kerala Government is taking steps to arrest the rampant growth of invasive 

plant species called Senna spectabilis in the forest areas of Nilgiri 

Biosphere reserve 

14. A first-of-its-kind rehabilitation centre for freshwater turtles will be 

inaugurated in Bihar’s Bhagalpur forest division. 



 

 

15. ISRO has signed a pact with Indian Institute of Astrophysics for 

establishing optical telescope facilities under Project NETRA for tracking 

space objects. 

16. Mizoram Government to organise Zo Kutpui festival in atleast 10 states 

across India and countries such as US, Myanmar and Bangladesh to 

strengthen the brotherhood among Mizo tribes living in different parts of  

world. 

17. National Stock Exchange launched Artificial Intelligence powered 

Knowledge Hub for banking and financial services industry to enhance the 

skills of their employees. 

18. Delhi AIIMS professor Suresh Chandra Sharma has been appointed as first 
chairman of national Medical commission. 

19. India’s Malavath Poorna scaled Antarctica Continent’s highest mountain 

peak Mt. Vinson Massif (4987 metres). 

20. 12th edition of India- Oman bilateral naval exercise ‘Naseem- Al-Bahr’ to 

take place in Goa. 

21. As per the advanced estimates of National Income released by National 

Statistical office, India’s GDP growth for 2019-2020 is estimated to be 5%. 

22. President Ram Nath Kovind laid the foundation stone for Lakshadweep’s 

first super specialty hospital at Kavaratti. 

23. Gujarat Government announced the setting up of the Vikram Sarabhai 

Children Innovation Center to identify, nurture and promote children’s 

innovation in the state. 

24. Punjab Government has approved a 650 crore project for the rejuvenation 

of polluted Buddha Nullah canal in Ludhiana. 

25. Chinese paddlefish (Psephurus gladius), native to the Yangzte river of 

china has been declared extinct by fisheries experts in china. 

26. Union Cabinet gave approval for an Agreement between India and Mongolia 

on Cooperation in the Exploration and Uses of Outer Space for Peaceful 

and Civilian Purposes. 

27. Union Government approved a funding of 5559 crore rupees to build 

Natural Gas pipeline grid covering 8 north eastern states. 



 

 

28. Uttar Pradesh Government sanctioned 234 crore for construction of 

zoological garden named after freedom fighter shaheed Ashfaqullah khan 

in Gorakhpur. 

29. 16th Pravasi Bharatiya diwas is celebrated today to mark the contribution 

of overseas Indian community in the development of India. 

30. Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad to inaugurate the project of laying 

submarine cables from Chennai to Andaman Nicobar Islands today. 

31. Andhra Pradesh Government has signed an Memorandum Of 

Understanding  with Germany based firm for Zero Budget natural farming 

in the state. 

32. The world famous Chadar trek, a trekking on ice sheets on the frozen 

Zanskar river to begin in Ladakh. 

33. As per global economic prospects report 2020 released by world bank, 

global economic growth for 2020 is forecasted to be 2.5%. 

34. Shivalik Mercantile cooperative bank in Uttar Pradesh become the first 

urban cooperative bank   to get approval from RBI for transition into a 

small finance bank. 

35. Fouaad Mirza officially became the first Indian equestrian to qualify after 

nearly 2 decades for the Tokyo Olympics 2020. 

36. The Statue of Sardar Vallabhai Patel in Gujarat which is also called as 

Statue of Unity has been included in the list of 8 wonders of Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization. 

37. Ministry of Home Affairs launched National cyber-crime reporting portal to 

enable citizens to report cyber-crimes online through the portal. 

38. World Future energy summit begins in Abu Dhabi with the theme 

‘Rethinking global consumption, production and investment’. 

39. British Indian Yoga Champion Ishwar Sharma won the Global child 

prodigy award 2020 for achievements in spiritual discipline Yoga. 

40. Union Minister Smriti Irani launched Yashaswini Scheme to provide 

interest free loans of up to Rs Five lakh for women self-help groups. 

41. ISRO successfully launched telecommunication satellite GSAT-30 to 

provide DTH Television services, connectivity to ATMs and e-Governance. 



 

 

42. Union Government signed an agreement with Tripura, Mizoram and 

members of Bru community to permanently settle Bru-Reang refugees in 

Tripura. 

43. Michael Debabrata Patra has been appointed as Deputy Governor of the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

44. Saksham campaign was launched under the guidance of Ministry of 

Petroleum and Natural gas to create awareness among public about fuel 

conservation. 

45. The Government of India, Assam and the World Bank Signed $88 million 

loan agreement for modernisation of Assam Inland Water Transport 

Project. 

46. 50th World Economic Forum is taking place at Davos in Switzerland with 

the theme 'Stakeholders for a Cohesive and Sustainable World'. 

47. India’s TB control programme has been renamed as National Tuberculosis 

elimination programme to eliminate the disease by 2025. 

48. National Informatics centre has set up centre for excellence in blockchain 

technology at Bengaluru. 

49. Arunachal Pradesh has become the 1st state in the country to sign a MOU 

with International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) for red-listing 

of orchids.  

50. Eminent Sindhi writer Vasdev Mohi to be conferred with 29th Saraswati 

Samman literary award for his short stories collection- Chequebook. 

51. For the first time in India, the Telangana State Election Commission will 

be using facial recognition app in Telangana municipal polls on pilot basis  

to counter impersonation by voters. 

52. India successfully test-fired a 3,500 kilometre range nuclear capable 

missile K-4 that can be launched from a submarine.  

53. The National mission for clean ganga under its Namami Gange programme 

has taken up an initiative to conserve wetlands in the ganga river basin. 

54. India to set up maritime research coordination centre in Sri Lanka. 

55. Gujarat has been ranked the best for parameters on efficiency targets in 

the review of state and Central government water departments by the 

ministry of Jal Shakti. 



 

 

56. India was ranked 8th among the top 10 recipients of FDI as per Global 

investment monitor trends report released by United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

57. International Monetary Fund (IMF) lowered India’s economic growth 

estimate for the current fiscal to 4.8% from the earlier 6.1%. 

58. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister handed over the Thiruvalluvar award 2020 to 

N. Nityanandha Bharathi. 

59. India-born UK author Jasbinder Bilan won the UK children's book award 

named Costa Children book award for her novel 'Asha and the Spirit Bird'. 

60. Malappuram city of Kerala was ranked first in the world’s fastest growing 

urban cities as per the report released by Economist Intelligence Unit. 

61. Uttar Pradesh Government launched Mukhyamantri Krishak Durghatna 

Kalyan Yojana to provide financial assistance to family of farmers who die 

or become handicapped while working in fields. 

62. Mahatma Gandhi convention centre inaugurated in Niger by India to 

honour the memory of Mahatma Gandhi. 

63. Indian Navy has signed a MoU with Geological Survey of India (GSI) for 

‘Sharing of seabed sediments data, products and expertise for Naval 

Application in Meteorology and Oceanography’. 

64. India ranked 72 in the first edition of Global social mobility index released 

by World economic forum. 

65. Environmentalist & social activist Arushi Nishank was honoured with 

Champions of Change Award 2019 for her initiative towards environment 

with Sparsh Ganga initiative. 

66. Ministry of Rural Development signed a MoU with Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana for strengthening 

grassroots institutions of the rural poor. 

67. ISRO to send ‘Vyom Mitra’ a lady robot to space as a test flight of India’s 

Gaganyaan mission. 

68. India successfully achieved the complete phase out of 

Hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC)-141 b, which is a Ozone depleting 

substance. 



 

 

69. Election Commission of India has decided to institute an Annual Lecture 

Series as a tribute to the first Chief Election Commissioner of India, 

Sukumar Sen. 

70. India ranked 51 in the Democracy Index released by Economist 

Intelligence Unit. 

71. Denmark ranked first and India ranked 80th in the Corruption Perception 

Index 2019 released by Transparency International. 

72. January 24 is celebrated as National Girl child day every year across the 

country. 

73. Central Pollution Control Board and Bhopal Municipal Corporation has 

jointly set up India’s first e-waste clinic in Bhopal. 

74. India supplied 30,000 doses of Measles and Rubella vaccine to the 

Maldives responding within 72 hours to an emergency request to contain 

the measles outbreak in the Maldives.  

75. Ministry of Agriculture gave approval for market access to sesame seeds 

from Brazil to India. 

76. 10th National Voters day is celebrated today with the theme ‘Electoral 

Literacy for Stronger Democracy’. 

77. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora has assumed Chairmanship of 

the Forum of the Election Management Bodies of South Asia (FEMBoSA) . 

78. Madhya Pradesh government has made the reading of Preamble of the 

Constitution mandatory in schools on every Saturday. 

79. The Disaster Mitigation and Management Centre in Uttarakhand and 

former IPS officer K.M. Singh have been selected for the Subhash Chandra 

Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar for their contribution in the field of 

disaster management. 

80. Tamil Nadu and Kerala to collaborate for interpretation of artefacts that 

were excavated at Keeladi in Tamil Nadu and Pattanam in Kerala. 

81. India and Brazil signed 15 agreements to boost cooperation in a wide range 

of areas like trade and investment, oil and gas, cyber security and 

Information technology. 

82. The first Ganga-Volga Dialogue of Civilizations between experts from India 

and Russia took place in New Delhi 



 

 

83. India’s first war memorial for service animals to be set up in Meerut, Uttar 

Pradesh. 

84. Krishnammal Jagannathan and Venu Srinivasan of Tamil Nadu has been 

awarded Padma Bhushan in the field of social work and Trade & Industry 

respectively. 

85. Uttarakhand become the first state in the country to implement 

agricultural land leasing policy. 

86. Archaeological excavations at Nagardhan in Ramtek taluka, near Nagpur, 

have provided concrete evidence on the life, religious affiliations and trade 

practices of the Vakataka dynasty. 

87. World Health Organization (WHO) has increased the global risk degree of 

the novel coronavirus strain 2019-nCoV from moderate to high. 

88. Keshopur-Miani community reserve, Beas conservation reserve and 

Nangal wildlife sanctuary of Punjab have been added to Ramsar list of 

wetlands. 

89. India ranked 72 in the Global Talent Competitiveness index released by 

INSEAD in partnership with Adecco group and google. 

90. West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh were the top states for vegetables 

production and fruits production respectively for the year 2018-2019. 

91. Union Government signed a tripartite agreement with Assam and National 

democratic front of Bodoland to provide political and economic rights to 

bodo tribals. 

92. Andhra Pradesh cabinet passed a resolution for abolishing state legislative 

council. 

93. National Integration Camp highlighting 'Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat' 

scheme begins in Madurai. 

94. Nepal to host a global initiative called Sagarmatha Sambaad and its first 

edition will be based on the theme ‘Climate Change, Mountains and the 

Future of Humanity’. 

95. A new snake eel species discovered in the coast of  Bay of Bengal has been 

named as Ophichthus kailashchandrai to honour the contributions of Dr. 

Kailash Chandra (Director of Zoological survey of India) to Indian animal 

taxonomy. 



 

 

96. Supreme court approved the proposal to introduce African Cheetahs from 

Namibia into Palpur Kuno Snactuary in Madhya Pradesh to revive the 

Indian cheetah population. 

97. Indian Navy launched Operation Vanilla to Provide Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief to cyclone hit Madagascar. 

98. Union Minister Jitendra Singh launched Bhuvan Panchayat V3 web portal 

to provide geo-spatial services to aid gram panchayat development 

planning. 

99. Nandur Madhmeshwar bird sanctuary in Nashik become Maharashtra’s 

first site to be included in the Ramsar list of wetlands. 

100.  Assam tableau which displayed cultural heritage of the state especially 

Bhortal dance, won first prize at 71st Republic day parade. 

101.  Union Cabinet approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Amendment Bill 2020 to raise upper limit for termination of pregnancy to 

24 weeks for special categories of women. 

102.  Reserve Bank of India appointed its Executive Director Janak Raj as 

member of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). 

103.  Assam Rifles has constructed a war memorial called ‘Veer Samriti’ in 

Nagaland to honour the army and assam rifles personnel killed while 

fighting against insurgency. 

104.  World Sustainable Development Summit organized by TERI is taking place 

in New Delhi with the theme “Towards 2030: Making the Decade count”.  

105.  Odisha Government has launched a virtual police station where people 

can lodge complaints from their respective districts regarding theft of their 

vehicles without visiting Police Station. 
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