
 

 

SUN IAS ACADEMY 

CURRENT AFFAIRS- DECEMBER 2019 

1. Sports Ministry has set up 13-member expert committee headed by 

former Supreme Court Judge Mukundakam Sharma to review the draft 

National Sports Code 2017. 

2. Tamil Nadu Government signed MOUs with 9 companies for investment 

worth 5027 crore in the state. 

3. UNEP’s annual Emissions Gap Report says that even if all current 

commitments under the Paris Agreement are implemented, 

temperatures are expected to rise by 3.2°C by the end of the century. 

4. Malayalam poet Akkitham Achuthan Namboothiri has been chosen for 

55th Jnanpith award for 2019. 

5. India has committed financial assistance of Rs.4500 crore for 

development projects of  Bhutan’s 12th Five Year plan. 

6. The Greater Chennai police received the Union government’s SKOCH 

Award under the category ‘Swachh Police Station’, for maintaining 

cleanliness at all its police stations. 

7. Operation Clean Art was launched by Wildlife Crime Control Bureau to 

check on illegal trade in mongoose hair. 

8. Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden have 

joined the Europe’s special purpose Vehicle INSTEX for trading with 

Iran. 

9. India becomes the first country to make the entire Haj process digital 

and also launched ‘E_MASIHA’ app for maintaining the health database 

of Indian pilgrims. 

10. Saudi Arabia has takenover G20 presidency from Japan and it will be 

the first Arab Nation to take over the G20 Presidency. 

11. India and Sweden signed three pacts for cooperation in polar science, 

innovation and research and in maritime spheres. 

12. Union Environment Minister said that tiger population had increased 

to 2976 from 2226 in the last 4 years. 



 

 

13. Anbu Ruby from Thoothukudi became the Tamil Nadu’s first 

transgender staff nurse to be appointed to Government Hospital. 

14. Union Government has decided to set up a bench of National Company 

law Appellate Tribunal in Chennai. 

15. A massive cross-border pipeline named ‘Power of Siberia’ was 

inaugurated to supply natural gas from Russia to China. 

16. Ursula Von Der Leyen became the first woman to take over as the 

President of European commission. 

17. Vice President Venkaiah Naidu launched the POSHAN Anthem to 

inspire people to join the movement to fight against malnutrition. 

18. Asian Development Bank (ADB) and India signed a $206 million loan 

agreement to develop water supply and sewerage infrastructure in 5 

cities of Tamil Nadu. 

19. India and Sweden signed a MOU for setting up India-Sweden Healthcare 

Innovation Centre in New Delhi. 

20. Punjab to create land banks in rural areas for development of industrial 

infrastructure projects. 

21. Scientists have discovered a new fish species named ‘Schistura Syngkai’ 

in West Khasi hills district of Meghalaya. 

22. India to set up National maritime heritage museum at Lothal in Gujarat. 

23. Cabinet approved the introduction of Personal Data Protection bill 2018 

in Parliament which was prepared by high level expert group headed by 

Former Supreme Court Judge B.N. Srikrishna. 

24. Tamil Nadu for the 5th consecutive year received award for data 

compilation, online registration regarding organ donations. 

25. Indian ranked fifth most vulnerable country to climate change in the 

Global Climate Risk Index 2020 published by the environment 

organization German watch. 

26. Cabinet has approved an MoU between Election Commission of India 

and Election Commission of Maldives on cooperation in the field of 

Electoral Management and Administration. 

27. World Soil day is celebrated today with the theme ‘Stop Soil Erosion, 

Save Our Future’. 



 

 

28. Cotton research bodies in India and Uganda have signed an agreement 

to develop a cotton seed variety that will help in increasing the income 

of farmers in both the countries. 

29. Retired IPS officer K. Vijay Kumar has been appointed as Senior 

security advisor to Union Home Ministry. 

30. Tamil Nadu Government has launched an active case finding campaign 

in all districts to eliminate Tuberculosis by 2025. 

31. Theni All women police station was ranked the  4th best performing 

police station in the Country. 

32. Union Home Ministry has sanctioned 100 crore rupees from Nirbhaya 

Fund for setting up and strengthening of Women Help Desks in Police 

Stations. 

33. Ganga centralised aqualabs will be set up at Wildlife Institute of India 

in Dehradun to preserve aquatic life in ganga. 

34. Children under the age of five accounted for most of the 140,000 people 

who died from measles in 2018, according to new estimates released by 

the World Health Organization (WHO) 

35. Pacific Air Chiefs symposium 2019 took place at Pearl Harbour base in 

Hawaii, USA with the theme ‘ A collaborative approach to Regional 

Security’. 

36. The 8th India- China Joint training exercise HAND IN HAND 2019 is 

taking place in Meghalaya with the theme counter terrorism under 

United Nations mandate. 

37. Assam Government has launched Anti-depredation squads of forest 

department to control the human- elephant conflicts in the state. 

38. Priyanka Chopra has been honoured with UNICEF’s Danny Kaye 

Humanitarian award. 

39. President Ram Nath Kovind laid the foundation stone for a memorial in 

Odisha to mark completion of 200 years of Paika Rebellion which took 

place in 1817. 

40. Haryana inaugurated Integrated Command Control Centre in Gurgaon 

to provide multifaceted online smart services to people. 



 

 

41. International Anti-Corruption day is observed by United Nations today 

with the theme ‘United Against Corruption’. 

42. Santhali language is spoken for the first time in Rajya Sabha by Biju 

Janata Dal MP Sarojini Hembram from Odisha. 

43. Union Government has allocated 33.3 crore for ISRO’s project Netra for 

securing Indian satellites from space debris and other dangers. 

44. Union Home Minister declared that Manipur would be brought under 

Inner Line Permit regime, there by exempting it from the provisions of 

Citizenship (Amendment) bill 2019. 

45. India ranked 129 on Human Development Index 2019 released by 

UNDP Human Development report. 

46. Archaeological Survey of India has identified 138 numbers of 

monuments as Must See Monuments and information thereof is made 

available on “Must See” portal of Archaeological Survey of India. 

47. Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the Digital exhibition 

on history of Constitution of India at New Delhi. 

48. Abu Dhabi has been selected as world’s leading sports tourism 

destination. 

49. FSSAI has certified Mumbai central Railway station as India’s First Eat 

Right Station. 

50. The Lok Sabha passed the 126th Constitution Amendment Bill, 2019, 

to continue the reservation of seats for the Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies for another 10 

years, till January 25, 2030. 

51. Nagaland Government has passed an order to bring entire district of 

Dimapur under Inner Line Permit regime. 

52. Ministry of Culture launched the Indian Culture Web Portal developed 

by IIT Bombay to showcase India’s culture on a single platform. 

53. Two hero stones dating back to 15th century were discovered in 

Kallapuram village near Kinathukadavu in Coimbatore district. 

54. India ranked 9th in the Climate Change Performance Index released by 

Environmental organization Germanwatch. 



 

 

55. The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approved the Andhra Pradesh Disha act 

2019  for awarding the death penalty for the offences of rape and gang-

rape and expediting the verdict in trials of such cases to 21 days. 

56. ISRO’s PSLV C-48 successfully launched the earth observation satellite 

RISAT-2BR1 in space. 

57. Cabinet approved the Memorandum of cooperation between India and 

Japan in steel sector. 

58. The south pacific archipelago of Bougainville voted to become the 

world’s newest nation by gaining independence from Papua New 

Guinea. 

59. India ranked 12th in the Global Diplomacy Index 2019 released by Lowy 

institute  

60. Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh were the top three states 

in terms of employability as per India Skills report 2019-2020. 

61. Union Cabinet approved the agreement on social security between India 

and Brazil. 

62. ICAR and NABARD signed an MOU to promote research on sustainable 

agriculture and Climate resilient farming systems. 

63. UNESCO and Dell Technologies have joined together to train Indian 

teachers in Artificial Intelligence technology. 

64. Mongla and Chattogram ports in Bangladesh have been declared as 

ports of call under coastal shipping agreement between India and 

Bangladesh. 

65. Union Health Ministry launched SAANS (Social Awareness and Action 

to Neutralize pneumonia Successfully) initiative which aims to reduce 

child mortality due to pneumonia. 

66. Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the first meeting of National 

Ganga council in Kanpur. 

67. IUCN has added 1840 new species to its Red list of threatened species. 

68. German Chancellor Angela Merkel topped the Forbes 2019 list of ‘The 

World’s 100 Most Powerful Women’. 

69. Haryana Police has launched Trakea – a unique barcoding software to 

ensure that forensic reports are not tampered. 



 

 

70. Home Ministry has sent an alert to all States warning them about the 

vulnerability of Android OS to a bug called ‘StrandHogg’ that allows 

real-time malware applications to pose as genuine applications and 

access user data. 

71. Ministry of coal has decided to establish Sustainable Development Cell 

in order to promote environmentally sustainable coal mining. 

72. Indian Council of Medical Research to set up a task force for research 

in  gene therapy. 

73. Ministry of Skill development is going to set up a centre of excellence 

for skilling in Uttarkashi area of Uttarkhand. 

74. The first meeting of Inter-state committee formed between Tamil Nadu 

and Kerala  for Parambikulam- Aliyar Project held at Chennai. 

75. Supreme Court has set up a two-judge committee under Justices R. 

Subhash Reddy and M.R. Shah to monitor the trial of rape cases across 

the country. 

76. Author Amitabha Bagchi won the 2019 DSC Prize for South Asian 

literature. 

77. Lieutenant General Manoj Mukund Naravane has been appointed as 

next Chief of Indian Army. 

78. India donates solar powered study lamps to Palestinian Children from 

marginalized Bedouin community. 

79. Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has been selected for National 

award by Union Rural Development Ministry for best performance in 

the implementation of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). 

80. Ministry of Communications launched National Broadband Mission to 

provide broadband access to all villages by 2022. 

81. Asian Development Bank and India signed a $250 million loan to 

expand energy efficient investments in India. 

82. India’s CSIR and National Centre for Scientific Research in France 

signed an MOU for promotion and support of scientific and 

technological research. 

83. India has been ranked 112 in Global Gender Gap Index 2020 released 

by World Economic Forum. 



 

 

84. The First ever Global refugee forum organized by UN refugee agency is 

taking place in Geneva, Switzerland. 

85. Union Government approved Rs.436 crore for FUTURE SKILLS PRIME 

programme for skilling 4 lakh IT professionals in artificial intelligence, 

block chain and cybersecurity areas in the next 3 years. 

86. India and USA signed Industrial security agreement for transfer of 

defence technology. 

87. Odisha Government launched ‘JalSathi’ programme to ensure supply 

of safe drinking water to all households in the state. 

88. A special economic zone has been set up for the first time in the state 

of Tripura at Sabroom. 

89. Tamil Writer Cho. Dharman won the Sahitya Akademi award for his 

Tamil novel ‘Sool’.  

90. Portugal to launch Gandhi Citizenship Education prize to perpetuate 

the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. The first edition of this prize will be 

dedicated to animal welfare. 

91. Asian Development Bank and India signed a $490 million loan for roads 

upgradation project in Madhya Pradesh. 

92. Afghanistan become the first country to recognize Indian 

Pharmacopoeia-India’s official book of standards for drugs. 

93. A large-scale anti-hijacking exercise named ‘Apharan’ was conducted 

off the port of Kochi by Indian Navy and Indian Coast guard. 

94. DRDO successfully tested the upgraded version of indigenously 

developed Pinaka guided missile system. 

95. India and US announced the establishment of an annual Parliamentary 

Exchange to discuss issues of strategic importance to the bilateral 

relationship. 

96. Union Minister Mandaviya handed over citizenship certificates issued 

by Government of India to 7 Pakistani refugees in Kutch, Gujarat. 

97. Ministry of Skill development to set up 500 skill hubs and labs in 

Government schools. 

98. Ethiopia launches its first satellite and becomes the 11th African 

country to put satellite into space. 



 

 

99. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) to set up Agri export hubs in 5 districts of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

100. Andhra Pradesh Government launched Nethanna Nestham scheme to 

provide an aid of Rs.24,000 every year for each handloom weaver family 

for next 5 years. 

101. Tamil Nadu has emerged as topper in coverage of area under micro-

irrigation in the country this year. 

102. Eight west African countries have agreed to change the name of their 

common currency to ‘ECO’ from their earlier currency ‘CFC Franc’. 

103. Union Government to organize 100 Hunar Haats across the country in 

the next 5 years to provide employment opportunities to artisans and 

craftsmen. 

104. Union Government has extended the deadline of AMRUT (Atal Mission 

for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation) scheme from 2020 to 

2022. 

105. Cuban President Miguel Diaz named tourism minister Manuel Marrero 

Cruz as Cuba’s first Prime Minister Since 1976. 

106. Ecuador has declared emergency to contain the environmental impact 

of fuel spill in Galapagos islands which is a UNESCO world heritage 

site. 

107. To increase tax collection, the gram panchayat of Wangi village in Sangli 

district of Maharashtra has announced a lucky draw scheme for 

taxpayers to win gold items. 

108. Union Government to organize 100 Hunar Haats across the country in 

the next 5 years to provide employment opportunities to artisans and 

craftsmen. 

109. December 23 is celebrated as National Farmers day to mark the birth 

anniversary of former Prime Minister Charan Singh. 

110. Railway Minister Piyush Goyal said that Government is going to invest 

50 lakh crore rupees over next 12 years for modernisation of railways. 



 

 

111. Union Cabinet approved the renaming of tunnel under Rohtang pass as 

Atal tunnel to mark the 95th birth anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee. 

112. Prime Minister Modi launched the Atal Bhujal Yojana scheme worth 

6000 crore to improve groundwater management in villages. 

113. Union cabinet approved the signing of Memorandum of Understanding 

between India and Brazil on Bioenergy cooperation. 

114. Under the Big States Category, Tamil Nadu topped the Good 

Governance Index launched by Ministry of Personnel and Public 

Grievances. 

115. Indian Railways has set up Oxygen Parlour in Nashik Railway station 

to combat air pollution and provide an experience of breathing clean air 

to the commuters. 

116. Ministry of Home affairs inaugurated the Sakhi Suraksha Advanced 

DNA forensic lab in Chandigarh under the Nirbhaya fund scheme. 

117. National Thermal Power Corporation to invest 50000 crore to add 10 

GW of solar energy capacity by 2022. 

118. Union Government has appointed India’s ambassador to USA, Harsh 

Vardhan Shringla  as the next foreign secretary. 

119. Department of Administrative Reforms and public grievances adopted ‘ 

Nagpur Resolution’  to empower citizens for better service delivery. 

120. Prime Minister Modi Chaired the first meeting of newly formed cabinet 

committee on Investment and Growth. 

121. Kamareddy district of Telangana won the UNICEF award 2019 for 

effective implementation of swachh bharat mission in water sanitation 

and hygiene sectors. 

122. UIDAI announced that 125 crore residents of India now officially have 

aadhaar cards. 

123. Defence minister Rajnath Singh launched a mobile app for DefExpo 

2020 to be held in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 

124. Russia inducted first Avangard hypersonic missiles which is capable of 

flying 27 times faster than the speed of the sound, into service. 



 

 

125. CSIR has developed a low-cost technology to boost production of 

geranium plant samplings under aroma mission. 

126. Ministry of Statistics have set up a 28 member standing committee on 

statistics, headed by former chief statistician Pronab Sen to improve the 

quality of data. 

127. A seven-member Group of Ministers (GoM) has been constituted to fast 

track and oversee the implementation of revival plan of BSNL and 

MTNL. 

128. Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader Hemant Soren to take oath as 11th 

Chief Minister of Jharkhand today. 

129. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank has announced a loan of $ 210 

million for irrigation and solar energy projects in India. 

130. Indian Cricket team Captain Virat Kohli named in Wisden Cricketers of 

the decade list 

131. United Nations declared Nobel Laureate Malala Yousafzai as most 

famous teenager in the world in its ‘Decade in review’ report. 

132. As per India State of forest report 2019, the total tree and forest cover 

in the country increased by 5188 sq km in the last two years. 

133. Madhya Pradesh got its first elephant colony in Bandhavgarh tiger 

reserve. 

134. Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy won the 2019 Women’s world 

rapid chess championship held in Russia. 

135. India’s composite score increased from 57 in 2018 to 60 in sustainable 

development goals index 2019-2020 released by Niti Aayog. 

136. Kerala and Himachal Pradesh topped the list of states in the 

Sustainable Development Goals Index India released by Niti Aayog. 

137. Army General Bipin Rawat has been appointed as India’s first chief of 

Defence staff. 

138. The famous annual Dhanu Jatra festival which is the largest open air 

theatre of the world begins at Bargarh in Western Odisha. 

139. Union Home Minister Amit Shah laid the foundation stone  for India’s 

first transit oriented development project in Delhi, named as ‘East Delhi 

Hub’ 



 

 

140. Researchers of IIT Guwahati have developed technology to produce 

energy from household tap water on a small scale. 
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